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JACKSONVILLE CITY COUNCIL

TRUE COMMISSION

LEGISLATIVE TRACKING COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES
October 31, 2014
12:00 p.m.

City Council Conference Room B
Suite 425, City Hall

117 W. Duval Street

Attendance: Committee Members Greg Radlinski (Chair), Patti Anania, Danny Ferreira, George Spencer
Also: Jeff Clements, City Council Research
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Chairman Radlinski and the committee reviewed the following bills:
2014-689 (Jaguar application for state sales tax rebate for professional sports facilities): the bill was passed by City Council so no further action is needed.

2014-664 (amending the Ordinance Code to create an office of Legislative Counsel): the group generally agreed that authorizing the hiring of legal counsel outside of the office of General Counsel by one branch of government is antithetical to the spirit of consolidation and could likely lead to costly and counterproductive legal disputes between this legislative counsel and the OGC’s office.
Motion: recommend that the TRUE Commission oppose the passage of 2014-664 – approved 4-0.
2014-677 (approving a second amendment to the golf course management agreement with Comstock Golf for operation of the Blue Cypress Golf Course): the committee felt that the continuing failure of the company to achieve sufficient revenue to pay the City its agreed-upon percentage of gross revenue indicates that the golf course is not a viable operation under Comstock’s management. Commissioner Ferreira suggested that the golf course property is in a location that should make it attractive for development purposes which would put it back on the tax rolls.

Motion: recommend that the TRUE Commission oppose passage of 2014-677 and terminate its contract with Comstock Golf if the company cannot meet its contractual obligations – approved 4-0.

2014-685 (confirming the appointment of Nelson Caparas as Chief of the Traffic Engineering Division): the committee discussed the fact that Mr. Caparas holds professional engineer licensure in Missouri and New Jersey, but not in Florida. Commissioner Radlinski felt that the candidate should be professionally licensed in Florida and that with reciprocity policies it should be a relatively easy task to accomplish.

Motion: recommend that the TRUE Commission recommend to City Council that the candidate’s appointment in 2014-685 be conditioned upon obtaining professional licensure in the state of Florida – approved 4-0.

2014-719 (approving mobility fee contract and mobility fee credits with Eastland Timber, LLC for construction of an extension of Skinner Parkway to State Road 9B): the committee discussed the cost of the road project and the method of calculation of mobility fee credits. Staff explained the use of a standard FDOT roadway construction cost manual to determine the road cost. The committee asked staff for additional information about whether there is a provision in the mobility fee ordinance and regulations for the Director of Planning and Development to authorize a mobility fee amount different from the standard formula result.
2014-716 and -717 (approving legal settlements among the City, Scenic Jacksonville, Inc., CBS Outdoor LLC and Clear Channel Outdoor Inc. of litigation relating to City regulation of off-site commercial signs): a majority of the committee felt that the subject of billboard regulation was not encompassed in the TRUE Commission’s purview. Commissioner Ferreira felt that the City should be required to take the settlement agreements to the voters in a referendum because the settlements effectively undo or undermine the will of the voters expressed in the 1987 referendum that completely banned billboards. He will pursue the matter further through his CPAC’s Government Affairs Committee.

2014-718 (urging the Mayor and General Counsel to cease appeals of the court rulings in the case of Frank Denton v. City of Jacksonville, a case alleging violations of the Government in the Sunshine Act): the committee requested information about the amount of plaintiff’s attorney fees and court costs already accrued in the first two rounds of hearings. 

The committee discussed the fact that the TRUE Commission’s recommendation that a forensic audit be commissioned by the City Council of the operations of the Police and Fire Pension Fund is beginning to receive some attention in the media, with several council members indicating they believe it to be a worthwhile undertaking. 
TRUE Commission chairwoman Patti Anania reported that she had been contacted by Mayor’s Chief of Staff Chris Hand who inquired about her thoughts on a proposal to have the Chair of the TRUE Commission serve on a committee being proposed by the Mayor to meet annually to determine the appropriate funding source for the $40 million that Ordinance 2014-386 would commit the City to paying each year in addition to its normal contribution to the Police and Fire Pension Fund as a means of paying down the unfunded accrued actuarial liability. Ms. Anania suggested to Mr. Hand that the TRUE Commission be allowed to designate either its Chair or another member well versed and knowledgeable in pension issues and City finances as its representative.
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:46 p.m.

Jeff Clements, Chief

Council Research Division
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